The article considers legal issues of the Hague Principles on the choice of law in international commercial contracts. The experience of approving the Hague Principles is unique in the long-term practice of the Hague Conference on Private International Law in connection with the fact that for the first time it approved an international instrument in the form of a set of advisory rules. Regulation of international commercial relations by the non-state instruments is frequently implemented nowadays. The article determines the criteria for the non-governmental instruments as the basis for their recognition as a control for cross-border relations.
One of the major objectives of the rules of private international law is to achieve a high level of coordination and cooperation between national legal systems and, consequently, ensure legal certainty in the regulation of cross-border private relations. To achieve this goal a variety of different-level methods and tools of convergence of law is applied. Their pluralism characterizes the current PIL. As R. David noted, the concept of unification of private law should be perceived in a fairly broad sense. The progress of the process of international law unification can be achieved by various means (René, 1968, 13) . The researcher notes that the means and methods of unification should not be opposed, but are designed to complement each other. None of these methods can be absolute and recognized as an instrument of unification par excellence (René, 1968 We consider it necessary to note that the use of the term 'non-legal regulation' (Mazhorina 2015, 49) for the characteristics of transnational rules instead of 'non-national' or 'non-state' is, in our view, unacceptable. The fact that the rules being considered do not have the state origin does not mean that they are non-legal 2 .
Returning to the text of the Hague Principles, let us note that they contain an approach already • reflect and base on the legal doctrine;
• be consistent;
• generalize common approaches;
• be neutral and balanced sets;
• be developed by expert organizations and recognized centres established for the purpose of convergence of rules, or if they have this purpose as one of the main ones.
Development of the given criteria requires further work in both research and practical areas. 
